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The Berin question continued w plugne tHhe Security
Counciy guring the pest waek, with the so-cailed peutral mem-
bers (Argceting, Belgivm, Caneda, Chine, Colombisz, and Syriz)
attempting to devise a compromise formula which would pro-
vide for 3 simuitaneous Ufting of the blockade and reference
of the entire Germun problem to the Couvncil of Foreign Minie-
tera. This aftempt by the SC “‘geutrais”™ has thus far had Hitle
success. The Soviet proposal for resumpiion of direct nego-
tiaticns on the basls af the 32 August agreemcent wonld merely
return Gie discunsions o thelr states prior to UN consideration
of the maztler. This Soviet proposal ciso emphasgizes the kel -~
hood that the USSR, in return for ULfting the blockade, will con-
tinue to demand 2 more substantial concescion ther western
reement to “‘re-open”’ the German probicra. The mindmum
Soviet demands will probably be either temporary suspension
of plans for a western German government or wectern sgree-
mept to the Kremlin terms for the vse of Soviet currency in 2l)
sectoxs of Berlin. Meanwhile, the USSR may reason thal,
foliowing SC action on the Berlin question, discussion in the
Assembly will be prolonged. Such a delay would enable the
USSR to: (1) observe the effect of winter upon the western air-
lift and upon the resistance of the Berlin people to Communism;
{2) weigh the effects of its attacks on the European recovery
program; and (3) confuse further the Berlin issue by additional

" ““coneiliatory”” proposals desigred primavily for tactical or
propaganda value.

Soviet delaving tactics on the Berlin quéstion may also
be prompted by the bleak industrial outlook for western Berlin,
which is not likely to improve until the blockade is lifted and
normal transportation restored. The food processing industry
has been closed by military government order to conserve coal
and power, and the major industries (chemicals, textiles, machines
and machine tools) continue to operate at about 50% of the pre-
blockade level. The continued depletion of fucl and raw matertal
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which to further the Kremlin's primary goa
the Buropean recovery nrogram. Consequently, the fate
* which befalls the French Communist Pariy as a resujt of
the strikes is a secondary consideration to the USSR. The
current Communist atizek in Erance reflects the Soviet
belief that such action, if taken before western aid restores
- French political and economic stability, woulg seriously
- dislocate the Freach ¢Conomy and dissipais
- effects of the European Tecovery program throvghout
“westerr Europe. However, in chocsing ¥rancg as the
first major battleground in its fight against BEvropean
rehabilitation, the Kremlin has run the risk
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of the Communist Party. Regardless of the
strike offensive in Fraace, the Communists can be expected
to resort to similar direct tactics in other ECA countries.
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